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The site really is what I call 

“non-negotiable” – a tool 

so valuable that no history 

teacher should try teaching 

without it. – Glenn Wiebe, 
History Tech Blog
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Teachinghistory.org mobile

98% of Teachinghistory.
org�XVHUV�ÀQG�ZKDW�WKH\�
are looking for and 41% 

ÀQG�PRUH�WKDQ�H[SHFWHG��
– Goodman Research Group 
survey

Overview

In 2007, the U.S. Department of Education awarded the Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New 
Media (CHNM) at George Mason University a contract (ED-07-CO-0088) to create the National His-
tory Education Clearinghouse (Teachinghistory.org).

From 2007 – 2012, CHNM built the leading online resource for improving K-12 U.S. history education. 
In the past two years, more than 1.5 million visitors turned to Teachinghistory.org for free, quality history 
content, teaching strategies, best practices, and digital tools designed to improve K-12 history education 
in the classroom.

Key accomplishments:

������������'RXEOHG�YLVLWRU�WUDIÀF�HDFK�\HDU��UHDFKLQJ�PLOOLRQV�RI�KLVWRU\�
            educators, curriculum coordinators, administrators, media and
            technology specialists, teacher educators, homeschoolers, public 
  historians, and policy makers from all 50 states and more than 
            150 countries;
������������,PSURYHG�HIIHFWLYH�KLVWRU\�WHDFKLQJ�ZLWK�WHFKQRORJ\�LQ�Digital 

������������&ODVVURRP;
������������/DXQFKHG�PRELOH�YHUVLRQ�RI�Teachinghistory.org; 
������������3URGXFHG�VLJQLÀFDQW�PXOWLPHGLD�DQG�LQWHUDFWLYH�FRQWHQW��ZLWK�
  more than 7 terabytes of bandwidth usage annually; 
������������(VWDEOLVKHG�UREXVW�VRFLDO�PHGLD�SUHVHQFH�RQ�7ZLWWHU��)DFHERRN��
� �DQG�3LQWHUHVW��DWWUDFWLQJ�QHZ�DQG�H[LVWLQJ�IROORZHUV�
������������'HYHORSHG�QHZ�FRQWHQW�VXFK�DV English Language Learners, Quick

  Links for elementary, middle, and high school, and 6SRWOLJKWV�on 
  holidays;
          ��&RQYHQHG�'&�0XVHXP�&ROODERUDWLYH�DQG�SURGXFHG Visiting                                                

  History, a guide to quality teacher professional development;
������������'HVLJQHG�DQG�GLVWULEXWHG���������+LVWRULFDO�7KLQNLQJ�DQG
  and Civil War posters to classrooms nationwide;
������������3UHVHQWHG�Teachinghistory.org to more than 100 audiences; and
������������5HFHLYHG�QDWLRQDO�UHFRJQLWLRQ�IURP�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�KLVWRU\�������������������������������������������������� �
  education organizations.

Teachinghistory.org has changed the landscape for history education. 
Unparalleled in the depth and breadth of quality resources, the project 
has remained on the cutting edge of digital and pedagogical innovation, adapting to new and emerging 
technologies, research, curricular demands, and educator needs. Teachinghistory.org has effectively built 
a strong community across traditional lines, reached new audiences, and modeled effective classroom 
strategies, helping teachers everywhere improve the teaching and learning of history. 

Audience and Outreach: Building a Learning Community

Teachinghistory.org·V�ZHEVLWH�WUDIÀF�KDV�GRXEOHG�HDFK�\HDU��/DVW�\HDU�DORQH��YLVLWRUV�YLHZHG�PRUH�WKDQ�
3.5 million pages to locate quality history education resources. Effective outreach has led to a strong, 
HYHU�H[SDQGLQJ�XVHU�EDVH��LQFOXGLQJ�HOHPHQWDU\��PLGGOH��DQG�KLJK�VFKRRO�WHDFKHUV��WHFKQRORJ\�DQG�PHGLD�
VSHFLDOLVWV��FXUULFXOXP�FRRUGLQDWRUV�DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV��7$+�3URMHFW�'LUHFWRUV��DQG�WHDFKHU�HGXFDWRUV�



This audience serves a diverse student population.  According to a 2011 
H[WHUQDO�HYDOXDWLRQ�E\�WKH�*RRGPDQ�5HVHDUFK�*URXS������RI�
Teachinghistory.org�XVHUV�DUH�.����FODVVURRP�WHDFKHUV��2I�WKHVH������
WHDFK�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�OHDUQLQJ�GLVDELOLWLHV������ZRUN�ZLWK�(QJOLVK�/DQJXDJH�
/HDUQHUV��DQG�����WHDFK�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�XQGHUVHUYHG�\RXWK��.����WHDFKHUV�
who visit the site teach in urban, suburban, and rural schools and almost 
half work in schools where the majority of students qualify for free or 
reduced lunch.

The survey also revealed that word of mouth is a powerful means of 
outreach. One-third of users learned about Teachinghistory.org through a 
IULHQG�RU�FROOHDJXH��0RVW�LPSRUWDQWO\������DUH�very or H[WUHPHO\�OLNHO\ to 
recommend the website to a friend.  

To ensure that the website meets the needs of educators, 
Teachinghistory.org enlisted Teacher Representatives to provide feedback, 
content, and outreach. This geographically diverse group of teachers 
represented different grade levels, subject areas, and types of schools. 
Teacher Representatives contributed content and made presentations 
about the site throughout the country.

One of the most successful methods for reaching educators at all levels 
has been the Historical Thinking and Civil War posters. Designed for 
elementary and secondary classrooms, these posters introduce students 
to the process of thinking like a historian and to teaching the Civil War 
with primary sources. These posters (200,000 copies) are displayed in 
FODVVURRPV�LQ�DOO�ÀIW\�VWDWHV��WKH�'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD��WKH�9LUJLQ�,VODQGV��
3XHUWR�5LFR��*XDP��WKH�1RUWKHUQ�0DULDQD�,VODQGV��DQG�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�
Defense schools worldwide.

Educators engage with Teachinghistory.org through traditional and new 
media. Monthly e-newsletters, press releases, and semi-annual print 
newsletters have introduced teachers to new content or addressed 
themes such as founding documents, teaching with maps, social 
issues in the history classroom, and literature in the history 
classroom. 

Educators also engage with Teachinghistory.org via social media.  
Teachinghistory.org established an active presence on Facebook, Twitter, 
DQG�3LQWHUHVW�WR�H[SDQG�RXWUHDFK��UHDFK�WHFK�VDYY\�HGXFDWRUV��DQG�DOORZ�

7KH�ZHEVLWH�SURYLGHV�
both quality historical 

VFKRODUVKLS�DQG�HYLGHQFH�
EDVHG�SHGDJRJLFDO�VWUDWHJLHV�
ZLWKRXW�VDFULÀFLQJ�RQH�IRU�
the sake of the other. – 
:LOOLDP�2EUDFKWD��9LUJLQLD�
Historical Society
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Word cloud of Teachinghistory.org users

Historical Thinking poster

Civil War poster

3ULQW�QHZVOHWWHU
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Hungry for History

,W�LV�KHOSLQJ�KLVWRU\�HGXFDWRUV�
WUDQVIRUP�WKHLU�ZRUN��PDNLQJ�
KLVWRULFDO�OHDUQLQJ�PRUH�
HQJDJLQJ��UHOHYDQW��DQG�
SRZHUIXO� –�/LQGD�6DUJHQW�
Wood, history professor, 
Northern Arizona University

I love your website and 

UHVRXUFHV��DQG�DSSUHFFLDWH�
all the ideas and authentic 

FODVVURRP�H[DPSOHV�\RX�
SURYLGH��– Elizabeth O. 
Crawford, education professor, 
University of North Carolina 
Wilmington

'LJLWDO�&ODVVURRP�video

@teachinghistory does it 

DJDLQ��6HQW�WKHLU�ODVW�SRVW�
WR�P\�HQWLUH�GHSDUWPHQW��
– Twitter user 365history, high 
school history teacher

for easy sharing of favorite resources. Followers regularly share 
Teachinghistory.org posts with their own networks. Blogs, websites, and 
Twitter groups by teachers, schools, districts, and organizations 
recommend Teachinghistory.org resources to their audiences, including the
,QWHUQHW�6FRXW�5HSRUW, Clickschooling, History Tech, #SSChat, and Education 

World. 

Teachinghistory.org has also been featured in national print publications 
such as $PHULFDQ�7HDFKHU (American Federation of Teachers), Essence 
magazine, Idea Book for Educators (History Channel), Social Education 
(National Council of the Social Studies), The NSSSA Leader (National 
Social Studies Supervisor Association), 3HUVSHFWLYHV (American Historical 
Association), and California Social Studies Review.

Teachinghistory.org staff have presented to more than 100 audiences from 
Maine to California, including local, regional, state, and national 
conferences. Educators have welcomed the opportunity to learn about 
Teachinghistory.org and its many free resources. National presentations 
include:

������������1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�WKH�6RFLDO�6WXGLHV�������������������
������������,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6RFLHW\�IRU�7HFKQRORJ\�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�������������
������������$PHULFDQ�+LVWRULFDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�������������������������������
������������2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�$PHULFDQ�+LVWRULDQV�������������
������������1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�+LVWRU\�(GXFDWLRQ�������������������������
������������1DWLRQDO�6RFLDO�6WXGLHV�6XSHUYLVRUV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�������
������������7HDFKLQJ�$PHULFDQ�+LVWRU\��7$+��3URMHFW�'LUHFWRU�0HHWLQJV�
� �������������������

Digital Innovation

The Teachinghistory.org team has responded proactively to the rising 
demand for interactivity and mobile use. Teachinghistory.org visitors can 
watch hundreds of videos featuring teachers in the classroom, 
professional development workshops, scholars modeling historical 
thinking, and TAH grant participants sharing lessons learned.

Teachinghistory.org offers more than 120 history quizzes for teachers and 
students featuring tablet-friendly features such as sorting and 
drag-and-drop. Interactive versions of Historical Thinking and Civil War 
SRVWHUV�RIIHU�DGGLWLRQDO�UHVRXUFHV���9LHZHG�RQOLQH��HGXFDWRUV�FDQ�IROORZ�
EXLOW�LQ�OLQNV�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�LGHDV�DQG�UHODWHG�SULPDU\�VRXUFHV�

Teachinghistory.org’s most recent innovative project, Hungry for History, is 
an online game on historical cooking and foodways that invites teachers 
DQG�VWXGHQWV�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�GDLO\�OLIH�SDVW�DQG�
present and learn about cultural contact interactively.

Content and historical thinking remain at the core of good history teaching and Teachinghistory.org 

leverages technology to facilitate both. 'LJLWDO�&ODVVURRP, created in response to changing technologies, 
focuses on tools and best practices while modeling effective teaching with digital tools, from 
PLFUREORJJLQJ��DVVLVWLYH�WHFKQRORJ\��DQG�GLJLWDO�VWRU\WHOOLQJ�WR�WUDQVODWLRQ�WRROV�IRU�(QJOLVK�/DQJXDJH�
/HDUQHUV�
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Every social studies teacher 

DQG�OLEUDULDQ�²�LQ�IDFW��HYHU\�
educator – needs to follow 

\RX��– Mary J. Johnson, library 
media specialist and technology 
coordinator (CO)

Content

Outreach efforts attract visitors, but the breadth and depth of Teachinghistory.org’s content keeps them 
UHWXUQLQJ���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�*RRGPDQ�VXUYH\������RI�XVHUV�ÀQG�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�ZKHQ�WKH\�
visit Teachinghistory.org�DQG�����ÀQG�PRUH�WKDQ�H[SHFWHG�

Sample content includes:

          ��(QJDJLQJ�YLGHRV�RI�VXFFHVVIXO�Teaching in Action, featuring 
DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�WHDFKHUV�6WDF\�+RHÁLFK��1DWLRQDO�+LVWRU\�

� 7HDFKHU�RI�WKH�<HDU��������DQG�-HQQLIHU�2UU��.D\�/��%LWWHU�9LVLRQ�
� �$ZDUG�IRU�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�7HFKQRORJ\�%DVHG�3UH.²��(GXFDWLRQ�
������������Teaching Guides on topics such as analyzing political cartoons, 
  developing thesis statements, and teaching with timelines;
������������2YHU�����TXL]]HV�RQ�WRSLFV�DV�YDULHG�DV�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�8�6��&RQVWLWXWLRQ��WKH���WK�� � �
  Massachusetts regiment (featured in the movie Glory), and the women’s suffrage movement;
������������0RUH�WKDQ�������Website Reviews�WKDW�KHOS�YLVLWRUV�TXLFNO\�ORFDWH�UHOLDEOH�H[KLELWV�DQG�SULPDU\�� �
  source archives on any topic;
������������Visiting History, an online guide to quality professional development at museums, parks, libraries,   
  archives, and historic sites (teachinghistory.org/visiting-history) created in partnership with the   
  DC Museum Collaborative;
          ��%ORJ�SRVWV�RQ�FXUUHQW�LVVXHV��&RPPRQ�&RUH��DQG�IURP�JXHVW�FHOHEULWLHV�9DOHULH�7ULSS���$PHULFDQ��
  Girl author, and Michael Yell, past-president of National Council for the Social Studies;
������������,Q�GHSWK�DQVZHUV�WR�UHDO�ZRUOG�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�KLVWRU\�LQ�Ask a Master Teacher, Ask   

  a Historian, and Ask a Digital Historian;
������������3URMHFW�6SRWOLJKWV and Lessons Learned from more than 1,000 Teaching American History (TAH)   
  projects about improving history education and creating effective teacher professional 
  development;
�������������$�5HSRUW�RQ�WKH�6WDWH�RI�+LVWRU\�(GXFDWLRQ�providing a comprehensive overview of U.S. and world   
  history standards and class requirements by state; and
������������7KH�RQO\�IUHH�GDWDEDVH�RI�DOO�VWDWH�VWDQGDUGV��VHDUFKDEOH�E\�JUDGH�OHYHO�RU�VWDWH�

Impact and Future

Teachinghistory.org�KDV�PDGH�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�LPSDFW�LQVLGH�DQG�RXWVLGH�WKH�.����FODVVURRP��6XUYH\�
respondents reported using Teachinghistory.org IRU�WHDFKLQJ�SUHSDUDWLRQ��������LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP��������
DQG�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW��������,Q�D������VXUYH\�RI�XQLYHUVLW\�PHWKRGV�LQVWUXFWRUV�E\�
Goodman Research Group all participants said that they planned to use Teachinghistory.org for their own 
EHQHÀW�DQG�RU�ZLWK�SUH�VHUYLFH�VWXGHQWV��

Teachinghistory.org is increasing the use of primary sources in U.S. history teaching. Website visitors 
reported substantive increases in their knowledge of strategies for teaching history with different kinds 
of primary sources and for locating and using reliable history websites, as well as increases in strategies 
for teaching history with technology, evaluating the effectiveness of lessons plans, and best practices for 
teaching historical thinking and history content.

We are currently seeking funding to maintain Teachinghistory.org as a lasting, free, high quality website.  
:LWK�DGGLWLRQDO�UHVRXUFHV��ZH�SODQ�WR�IRFXV�RQ�DGGLQJ�ZRUOG�KLVWRU\�FRQWHQW��H[SDQGLQJ�PDWHULDOV�RQ�
teaching history with technology, and developing quality history education games.

With its emphasis on both quality history content and teaching methods, Teachinghistory.org is helping 

educators everywhere improve their practice, learn new ideas, and connect with the larger historical 
community. 


