Content — Lunch Counter
DRAFT
I’ve roughly broken out materials into the categories we discussed at the last
meeting. Some sources, particularly images, we may want to use in more than one
place, such as the introduction movie and the explore section.
Is there a place to put material that seems like a good quote about the purpose of 6
fools in general that doesn’t relate to a specific object (curator’s view of what they
do)?
Introduction Movie
These four students and when they walked in that [00:06:44] day, one was
wearing his ROTC uniform, was saying to America live up to your ideals
of democracy, citizenship and the promises of [00:07:01] equality.{{BY}}

To many Americans in the 1960s and *70s, they viewed protests as being
unpatriotic and un-American when, in fact, this was a tradition that
Americans [00:16:00] used for centuries to petition their government for
change. Thomas Jefferson said to Americans when— Thomas Jefferson
said to people of Colonial America [00:16:21] that when the government
no longer meets the needs of the people, it is the right and indeed the
responsibility of ordinary people to change that government. People
weren’t seeking [00:16:33] government change at the Woolworth lunch
counter. They were seeking personal and cultural change. They were
seeking justice {{BY}}

Over 30 African American employees worked in the store and many of
those worked upstairs in the kitchen or as servers at the lunch counter.
[00:20:06] These people— For centuries, African Americans had
prepared and served food, but it’s the act of sitting down, of breaking
bread that was essentially a forbidden [00:20:21] practice in many parts of
America and including Greensboro and the south. When the store
eventually desegregated six months after— When the manager made the
[00:20:37] decision to desegregate the lunch counter six months after the
protests began, the first people that were served at the lunch counter were
several African American employees.{{BY}}

Image BE066724: CORBIS CAPTIONED AS:

Woolworth's Lunch Counter Protesters

Original caption: 2/1/1960-Greensboro, NC: The participants in the first
lunch counter sit-in are shown on the street after leaving the Greensboro,
North Carolina Woolworth's by a side exit. The four North Carolina A &
T students are (L-R): David Richmond, Franklin McCain, Ezell Blair, Jr.,
and Joseph McNeil. (No photographers were allowed into Woolworth's
during this first protest; this is the only photo of all four original protesters
together.)



Image BE024641: CORBIS CAPTIONED AS:
African American Man Staging Lunch Counter Sit-in
An African-American student sits at a lunch counter reserved for white
customers during a sit-in to protest segregation. Packages of napkins have
been placed on nearby stools to discourage other protesters from joining
the sit-in.

Object

Curator’s Introduction

It took about—

The counter —
When you walked up to the counter, you saw this very inviting—
Let me start again.




Tour
Brief
Extended
Explore
Object

Image BE066727: CORBIS CAPTIONED AS:

African American Students At Woolworth's Lunch Counter
Original caption: 2/1960-Greensboro, NC: Unidentified African
American students are shown at the Greensboro, North Carolina
Woolworth's lunch counter. (Exact day unknown; this is not the
first day of the protest.)



Image BE066792: CORBIS CAPTIONED AS:

Second Day of Woolworth's Lunch Counter Sit-In

Four African American college students sit in protest at a whites-
only lunch counter during the second day of peaceful protest at a
Woolworth's in Greensboro, North Carolina. From left: Joseph
McNeil, Franklin McCain, Billy Smith, and Clarence Henderson.

Context
The scenes of people huddled around [00:03:24] what were
initially four students but more people do come and help them and
sit with them, but the crowds of people yelling and screaming at
them and pouring [00:03:36] things on them and otherwise
humiliating them, why were people willing to do that? To be
recorded doing that? What about what was so intense? [00:03:47]
That’s the thing that’s really difficult to convey and this is one of
the complex aspects of presenting history about the modern civil
rights movement.{ [00:03:58]{DR}}

Image BE066745: CORBIS CAPTIONED AS:

Whites Youths at Sit-in on Woolworth's Counter Seats

Original caption: 2/1960-Greensboro, NC: White youths take up
counter space at Woolworth's to block sit-ins by blacks.

Image BE024514: CORBIS CAPTIONED AS:

Women Participating in Sit-in Protest

Women at a roped-off lunch counter stage a sit down to protest
segregation in Nashville, Tennessee.

Museum
Acquisition

IIOBIOBENOII008 , 1 was cooking dinner and I was listening to the

evening [00:08:54] business report and — learned

, so I had this idea that [00:09:04]
perhaps the Greensboro store was one of those,

, so I alerted my colleagues here at the museum
and we began to collaborate about how we should [00:09:23]
proceed.

The manager at the store directed me to




BBjJE8I which I tried to make the point that this was an object of
national significance, regional [00:09:49] significance, but also of
local significance to the community of Greensboro. He agreed.
However,

[00:10:58] It would be held in trust for the American
eople and always cared for and preserved and interpreted.

Display

Because a lot of people that
come into this museum should —







