
Concepts for “Martha Washington: A Life” website

On the following pages appear mockups for the MW website, as well as logo variations.

The creative brief asked for jewel tones and a “worn” look that would evoke the life and times 
of Martha Washington for visitors. At the same time, the site should not look too feminine or 
lighthearted.

Requirements for the home page included: 

• a place for a large image that would change on page refresh

• prominent linking to the central part of the site, Martha’s life narrative

• place for secondary navigation

• place for sponsors

• link to register for MyOmeka and a way to explain what that is

Additional requirements for section and subsection pages included:

• Clear within-section subnavigation

• Image gallery function

• �Styling and location for a call-out box/sidebar that could include an image, a pull-quote,  
or both.

Both concepts address those needs:

• Use of a script typeface that mimics quill pens in use at the time

• Use of two typefaces for most of the rest of the content that are time-appropriate: 
  - �Baskerville for typographical head treatments (Baskerville was introduced to America by 

Ben Franklin and became quite popular, although it was unpopular in Europe)

 - �Georgia for main text, navigation lists, captions, etc. Georgia is a serif font, again historically 
appropriate, and it was created specifically for screen/web use, unlike such familiar print 
fonts as Times and Palatino. Hence, it is highly readable.

• Use of historically appropriate color palette, drawn from research into Colonial colors

• �Use of damask patterns for visual interest, accents, and backgrounds. Martha was known for 
her needlework, and many pieces of furniture had damask fabrics. This is a way to make a 
nod to the fact that the site focuses on a woman’s life, without being overly “feminine.”

chris
Typewritten Text
Note: ALL screen captures are downsampled to make a small pdf for emailing purposes, so they appear 
less sharp than actual.

chris
Typewritten Text

chris
Typewritten Text

chris
Typewritten Text

chris
Typewritten Text

chris
Typewritten Text

chris
Typewritten Text



Concept 1 Home page

General notes: This will be a left-aligned page design, with the background texture image fading into a solid wedgewood blue 
color. Overall, this is a darker palette and relies on a “worn” look throughout.  

Specific notes:

1. �A potential treatment for the logo. Background pattern drawn from damask patterns very popular in Martha’s time (and 
she was well-known for her embroidery and the textiles in use in furniture in Mt. Vernon.)  
 
Due to the length of the title, A Life was made secondary, enabling the Martha Washington part of the title to run larger 
than if the entire title was executed in the same size type. The typeface suggests handwriting with a quill pen.

2. Global navigation here. No drop-downs; each link will take visitor to a section “start page”.

3. Copy shown is about 200 words, as was indicated by project manager.

4. �Images can rotate on page refresh. They will need to be no wider than image shown. If a silhouette treatment is desiresd, 
as shown, images will need to be processed and created in Photoshop, rather than drawn from the general image data-
base.

5. Site links of a secondary level of importance are in the footer. 

6. �The question mark indicates a “tool tip”, which will explain to visitor what “MyOmeka” is and why one would want to 
register. Perhaps clicking on the question mark could pop up a window with a detailed explanation.
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Concept 1 Narrative Section page

General notes: Inside pages pick up on the worn theme established on home page. Text appears on top of a lighter color to 
enhance readability.  

Specific notes:

1. �On inside pages, the logo becomes more of an “icon” to save space and to provide an iconic treatment for use in publicity 
materials when there is not room for the entire full logotype.

2. �Section navigation provided in left side column. Headers, such as “In This Section”, are created graphically and use 
Baskerville, a typeface popularized in America by Ben Franklin. (css will be used to make the headline text accessible to 
screen readers). 

3. �The section start page will need text written for it. As shown, first paragraph set larger and with more line spacing to 
visually distinguish it from main narrative paragraphs. 

4. Footer repeats global navigation
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Concept 1  
Narrative Subsection page

General notes: Uses the same grid as Section page.  

Specific notes:

1. �Section navigation, a background image indicates 
which section you are in and a border below a link 
indicates which page in the subsection you are in.

2. �Styling and position shown for a call-out box, 
which can include a quote, image, or both, to pro-
vide visual interest.

3. �The image gallery appears in the left column. This 
provides readers a way to see that there are im-
ages available without them having to get to the 
bottom of a very long page. The thumbnails are au-
tomatically generated at 100px square via Omeka.



Concept 1  
Home page variations

General notes: Two variations of the home page for concept 1, with different color palettes. 

Each one would be a centered page, with a repeating tile background pattern, again, a damask, to provide visual  
separation of page content and background. In each of these variations, the global navigation is handled differently than  
in the preceding approach:

The narrative sections are given visual primacy at top, and break out each of the time periods. The rest of the site  
navigation appears below the main text and image.



Concept 2 Home page

General notes: This concept uses torn, old paper as a visual motif. While also using jewel tones, it has an overall lighter feel, 
but still “traditional” in tone.

Specific notes:

1. Another potential treatment for the site’s title.

2. Global navigation here. In this concept, a sublist shows each time period of the narrative

3.� Images can rotate on page refresh. They will need to fit into the window shown. Images used here, given the “torn paper” 
window, will need to be custom-created in Photoshop, rather than drawn from the general image database. The dark blue 
color field includes a subtle repeating damask pattern.

4. Copy shown is about 200 words, as was indicated by project manager. 

5. Secondary navgation and sponsors appears here. 
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Concept 2 Narrative Section page

General notes: Inside pages pick up on the worn theme established on home page. 

Specific notes:

1. �On inside pages, the logo becomes more of an “icon” to save space and to provide an iconic treatment for use in publicity 
materials when there is not room for the entire full logotype.

2. �Section navigation provided in left side column. Headers, such as In This Section, are created graphically and use  
Baskerville, a typeface popularized in America by Ben Franklin. (css will be used to make the headline text accessible to 
screen readers). 

3. �The section start page will need text written for it. As shown, first paragraph set larger and with more line spacing to 
visually distinguish it from main narrative paragraphs. 

4. Footer repeats global navigation
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Concept 2  
Narrative Subsection page

General notes: Uses the same grid as Section page.  

Specific notes:

1. Section navigation, a background image indicates 
which section you are in and a border below a link 
indicates which page in the subsection you are in.

2. Styling and position shown for a call-out box, 
which can include a quote, image, or both, to provide 
visual interest.

3. The image gallery appears at the bottom of the 
main content area.
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Logo Explorations

The overall goals in developing a logo for Martha Washington were to:

• Evoke the historical period and cultural context of her life;

• Provide flexibility for different usages by developing a treatment for the website  
title, executed in Illustrator to enable use at many sizes and colors for web and  
print applications;

• Provide an easily recognizable icon for contexts in which the full title cannot be used.

With those goals in mind, I selected a typeface that evokes the era of the quill pen, and created 
a simplified damask pattern to provide visual interest and reference Martha’s domestic life. 
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